
HOW TO WEAR A SURGICAL MASK

Benefits and Risk of Visitation
Visitors can play an important role in the recovery process for patients. A familiar face and a positive conversation can help reduce stress and anxiety which 
promotes a faster recovery. Friendly visits are also a great way to reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation which can provide an increased quality of life 
during the patient’s stay. With visitation also comes risks. Patients who elect to allow visitation create an opportunity for exposure to COVID-19 and other 
communicable diseases that their visitor may unknowingly share with them during their visit. This can negatively impact a patients recovery and in some 
cases, even be life altering. Individuals also put themselves at risk when visiting. Though the patient they are visiting may not be ill or have an infectious 
disease, a visitor may be unintentionally exposed during their visit through contact with high touch areas or other visitors . This risk becomes higher if visitors 
do not follow proper PPE usage and meticulous hand hygiene protocol during their visit.

At Oneida Health, our team will do everything possible to keep patients and visitors safe. It’s our number one priority. Please take hand hygiene, 
social distancing, masking, and the directions from our staff seriously. With your cooperation, we can be true partners in patient safety – together. 


